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Safety for Passover 



The Sabbath and Jewish holidays 
are a time of family gatherings, 
celebrated with special foods, 
songs and customs. 

Many holy days and observances, 

as well as the weekly Sabbath, 
are a time for traditional cooking 
and candle rituals. 



However, without safety 
precautions, these customary 
religious observances may increase 

the risk for fires 
and fire- related injuries. 

Celebrate your heritage safely 
with the following guidelines. 
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• Case #1 

April 2005 * 

• Case #2 

April 2011 * 
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Area: Borough Park 
Date: April 2004 
Cause: Bread Burning on Street 



ed/ burned 
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ddress: 104 Ross Avenue 



Area: Williamsburg 
Date: April 2005 

Cause: Stove left on/spread to cabinets 



Three children killed. 



apartment, 
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BEST PRACTI CES 



Prep 
Cooking 

Sabbath & Holiday Candle Safety 



iblic Fire Safety Message From The New York City Fire Department 
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Fire Safety Education 




The Sahhttlh and Jewish holidays 
are a time at Family gatherings, 
e/oleb rated with special foods, songs 
and customs. V1un\ hi>l> davs sind 
observances,, a* well as the weekly 
Sflhbath, arc a time for traditional 
cuttking smd aimJh? ritmils. 

However, without safety precautions, 
these customary religious observances 
may increase the risk for fires and 

fire- related injuria r 

Celebrate your heritage safety 



LJ 
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PKK PARING I HK Kl K HI N 
AND COOKING 

Fifty percent of all apartment fires arid one-quarter of 
llio fines in prkalL hmlliS start hk die ki6dk-ii L Mosl 

home eookiis^ lircb involve ]hc sltfveUip purl ion o(" Ihe 

ratine Onolhirfl of rhi^c- fin 1 * rrsull From i mutton HcrsH 
cooking. 

Ihe majority of fires and burns can l>e prevented during 
food preparation by taking safety precautions. Follow 
these premium when preparing ihe k itched and cooking 
cspcuiull} lor the Sabbath tint] holiday mcaEs whtn [htrc is 
increased activity in the kitchen; 

■ Stay in [he ki tchen-dan "t [cave cooking food 
unattended. 

* Wear tighter or snug-fitting sleeves, (Loose sleeves 
are more likely to catch on tire or get caught on pot 
handles,.) 

* Take extra precaution when handling hoiltng water. 

- C'mk ai inclicaittl .teriiperaUire settings, rather than higjier 
sflliil^s. 

- Don't become distasted by attending 10 children or 
answering prionc i;alli> or doorbells. 

■* Crml;: m "kid-Ik:^ /nni" oI'mI UimsF Hihtl: Il^I mtuiitkI >onr 
stove. 

* Keep area clear of towels, papers or anything that 
could bum. 

* Turn pot handles inward, facing die wall, to prevent 
bin ii:-. ca used bv overturning or ipifls, 

* Have a |X»t lid and container of baking soda handy to 
smother a pan lire. DO NOT USE WATER. 

- Tiitl-m Wijis ii lij nwJidtd/j vt ilE i coal lUMUilg v^ptit^i mid 
ijeek medical a-tlention. 



Svoke Alarws Save Lives Carbon Monqkjdc DEtE cross S^= Lves 



Smoke Alarms Save Lives 



A Public: Hne Safety Message hmm I he Mew tans Uily hire LrepHrtmenA 

Your Sahcty 
ts Our Mission 
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SABBATH AND HOLIDAY CANDLE SAFETY 



More than 33 percent of candle fires occur when candles are left unattended. Half of the people killed by candle 
fires in the home are younger than 20 years of age, with most of the victims between the ages of five and nine. 
Bums and fires burns are the leading cause of death in the home for children and young adults, 



Holiday time means candles, matches and fire. When burning candles, make your home safer by 




■ Using sturdy candleholders, with flame-protective non-combustible (glass or metal) 
shades or globes. 

• Placing candles at least four feet away from curtains, draperies, blinds, kitchen 
cabinets and bedding. 

• Placing candles out of reach of small children and pets. 

• Extinguishing candles when they burn within two inches of the holder. 

• Never leaving burning candles unattended, 

• Securing hair and clothing, such as sleeves or aprons, from the flame when 
handling candles, 

• Keeping candles, matches and lighters, including lit memorial containers and 
Chanukah menorahs, out of reach of children. 



When searching for hametz> keep candles away from beddings tablecloths, clothing or anything that can burn. 
Use a flashlight for hard-to-reach places. 




FOLLOW THESE IMPORTANT FIRE SAFETY TIPS 
FROM THE NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 



DEVELOP A FIRE ESCAPE PLAN 

Can your family survive a fire in your home? 

Protect your family by planning and practicing a 
home fire escape plan. Know two ways out from 
each room and agree on a meeting place outside 
your home so you will know everyone is out safely, 

MAKE SURE YOUR SMOKE AND 
CARBON MONOXIDE AL ARMS WORK 
Tmce a year when you change your clocks: 

• Change your smoke detector alarm battery. 

• Change your carbon monoxide detector alarm battery, 

• Practice your home fire escape. 



IF THERE ISA FIRE: 

• Do not try to fight the fire yourself 

• Get out and stay out. Do not try to gather personal 
possessions. 

• CLOSE THE DOOR ON YOUR WAY OUT 

• If smoke is present, exit as low to the ground as pos- 
sible and keep your mouth covered. 

• Call 911 once you reach a safe location. 

• If any part of you or your clothing catches fire, do 
not run or try to put out the fire with your hands. 
Cover your face with your hands and drop to the 
ground and roll over and oven 
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NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FIRE SAFETY FOR THE PASSOVER CELEBRATION 



Passover is a lime of family gatherings with special Ibods. son^s, and customs. 
However* when hoi walcr find eamJJes arc used* 
there is an increased risk for fires and fire related injuries. 




Kh Kl* YOI It P \SSO\ FH HOLIDAY Jfl YFIII . AND SAFE HY TAKlfVfJ PRKt 'A I "I \i)\S, 



< AND I T SAFETY < HFCE" LIST 

□ U&c sturdy candleholders. 

□ Use candies with flame protective non- 
eombuslibk shades or globes. 

□ Keep eandks a< Least A Jeel away Jrum 
curtains, draperies, decorations, blinds and 
bedJin^. 

□ Place candles ouL of reach ul" small ehLldren 
and pets. 

□ Extinguish candles wJien diey burn within 
I wo- inehes ol' £he holder. 

J Never leaving burning candles unattended. 
PllFPAimC T11F KITCIIFN 

□ I >o not leave your oven u nattenderi whi I e. the 
oven is on or in the se]f-eleajung cycle. 

J Take prec an Lions when handling hoL and 
boiling waier, Use oven rnitj.* or j»| holders, 

□ Create, a -"kid-free safety 7nne" of af least 

3 -feet from the front of the stove and away 
from (he /Vw/cA keule /po-1, 



I'RF.PARIX; FPU SFDFR 

While c no king, 

□ stay in the kitchen, don't leave cookine, food 
unamended. 

□ wear shorter or tighter fitting sfem 
(i^Hg lavse. .f/eww» tit**: mow fikfiy it? faieii 
if a fire vrgtft anight on pot horidfea.) 

□ don T become dislraeled. 

U main la in Lhe "kid-free zone" of 3 leel around 
your stove. Turn pot handler inward facing [lie 
wall lo prevenl burns caused by overturning or 
spills. 

□ keep the area around the stove clear of 
towels, papers, pol holders or anylhiny; thai 
could bum. 

_l have a cK:r lid hand) to smothej a pan fire Da 
nvf ufttfmpt to pick up th e pot or pun . Sh at 
off the. he-it and cover the tire with a lid. 

□ DO NOT USE WA TEH! 1 1 Hi II f a %m splashing 
and spread the fire. 

LI Treat hums immediately with coo] running 
water and seek medical nite-mkm. 
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The Festival of Passover is one of those beautiful moments in Jewish life when we 
sit together as a family. The special traditions that are observed remind us of the 
richness of our faith that has preserved our p*ople r 

We respectfully ask that you read the enclosed FDNY Passover safety guidelines so 
that you enjoy this, celebration in sweetness and safety. We hope that this Passover 
will bring us the many blessings of life we want and need* and may we see the 
Redemption for which we pray eaeh day of our lives. 

■Joseph Fvtasnik, Chaplairz-FDNY 



TIPS 

FOR A SAFE PASSOVER 



The weeks jus l prior 1 lo Ft inch is a high scald and burn lime within the Jewish 
community* Special burn prevention enre needs to he taken at tliU time* 

1- Never allow children near boiling water- when cleaning for Fesach. Adults need to take extra 
precautions ar. this lime as well. 

2. Re 13 ware that oven cleaners (such as Fasy-Ofr) cause severe burns Re extremely cautions 
when using these products. 

3, Betfikat Chametz ( Searching for Chametz) 

a Keep the candle away from all flammable objects, especially curtains, sofas, tablecloths, 
b SUPERVISE CHIT DREN CT;QSELY AT AT.T, TIMES' 



A. Burning Chametz 

a. Keep an e\ira close eye on children at ibis time. 

b. If possible, setup a buddy system where an older child is placed with a younger child 

c. Never use uny type of accelerant to increase the flame. Never put any type of aerosol can 
in or near the flame. 



5. Preparing for Seder in the kitchen - Increased activity and excitement often make people less 
careful just when tbey should be most cautious. A "NO ZONK" around both the srove and 
the hlech should be created and children foitidden to enter these area. 



6. Always turn pot handles inward lo keep pots from being pulled down by the child or 
knocked off by an adult. 

7. Candles// jV/rf - Keep Yam Tfjv 9 Shubhe\ f tint/ Yafirzvit candles cm sideboards... out tit" the 
reach of small children. If candles are on the table, keep them in the center where they are 
less likely u> tie pulled down by a small child. 
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Chagim and Three Day Yuntifs/Yomim Tovhm 



Two and three day Yuntifs Yamim Tovim arc high risk times for bums and scalds. There is more hoi food and hoi 
water around the house. There arc many more Shabbas. Yom Tow and Yahr/cit candles than normal. 
Often there are guests in the house, including children. Teach them about the No Zone. 



Special Burn Si Scald Prevention Tips for: Sukkas/Sukkol 



> Extension curds - should be new and specifically designed to be used outdoors. Do not overload the wall 
circuit or the extension cord. Tape extension cords down so that no one trips over them. 

> Heaters - be cautious about using them. Children and animals can tip them over easily. 

> Candles in the Sukkah - When they are lit, do not leave alone, even for "just a moment." The wind, 
animals, or small children can easily knock them over. 

> Electric Lights - do not place high wattage lights next to Shach or anything else flammable. 

Be extremely careful when bringing hot food and beverages into and out of the Sukkah. It is easy to trip and get scalded. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD FIRE SAFETY 



Burning Of the ChametZ 
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NEIGHBORHOOD FIRE SAFETY 



urning o 




Use 




esignated area 




where possible. 
. Make sure an 



adult is present. 

increase the flame. Never put any type of 
aerosol can in or near the flame. 



or 



other combustables (garbage cans, etc.) 

• I f you feel the flame is getting out of 
control, 
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Street 



Address: 53rd Street 



Area: Borough Park 

Date: April 2004 

Cause: Bread Burning 
on Street 



Result: 

4 I njured/ burned 



Area: Carroll Garden: 
Date: April 2006 
Cause: Bread Burning 
on Roof 



mm 



yr-old female 



Area: Borough Park 

Date: April 2007 

Cause: Bread Burning 
on Street 



Result: 
5 yr-old child burned 



Area: Borough Park 

Date: April 2008 

Cause: Bread Burning 
on Street 



Result 
7 yr-old child burned 




Add 





Area: Williamsbun 

Date: April 2011 

Cause: Bread 
Burning/Street 



8 yr-old child burned 




BFI 

Fire Injury or Fatality 
Reports 
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NEIGHBORHOOD FIRE SAFETY 
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